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BUDGET 2019-20

Proposed $17,365,000 budget would not increase tax levy

Duanesburg Central School 
District residents will go to 

the polls on Tuesday, May 21 to 
vote on a proposed $17,365,000 
budget for the 2019-20 school year. 

The proposed budget would not 
increase the tax levy. Because the 
0.0 percent levy change is below the 
district's maximum allowable levy 
increase (“cap”) of 0.44 percent, the 
proposed budget requires a simple 
majority (50 percent plus one vote) 
for approval. 

The proposed budget increases 
spending by $215,000 over the 
current year’s budget. The goal 
of district officials is to develop 
a balanced budget that supports 
educational programs, accounts for 
rising costs, preserves an adequate 
fund balance and remains sensitive 
to the needs of the community. 

“Our Board of Education is 
pleased to propose a budget that 
supports an educational program 
that will prepare our students for the 
future, while remaining responsive 
to the needs of our district 
residents,” said Superintendent 
Frank Macri. 

“At the same time, the Board 
planned strategically to ensure 
the continued fiscal health of our 
schools.”

The Board of Education has 
appropriated $620,048 from the  
district’s reserve funds to balance 
the proposed budget. 

DCS will receive $8,412,851 in 
state aid, which is a 0.8 percent 
increase over last year. This includes 
a 2.3 percent increase in foundation 
aid and an 8.9 percent increase 
in transportation aid, along with 
decreases in state BOCES, library, 
textbook and building aid.

ADDING A.P. COURSES, AN AIDE
The proposed budget would fund 

new Advanced Placement courses 
in biology and capstone seminar/
English at the high school. 

Funding would also be included 
for a teacher aide at the elementary 
school to assist with a structured 
recess program, allowing for 
common team planning time for 
grade-level teachers.

The proposed budget also includes 
funds to replace a 15-year-old work 
truck/salter/plow for use at both 
schools and would cover increased 
costs of employee health insurance, 
energy, and facility maintenance and 
improvement.

“The board worked to develop a 
proposed budget for 2019-20 that is 
balanced, would fund our students’ 
educational needs and is aimed 
at promoting a positive and safe 
learning environment,” said Board  
of Education President Camille 
Siano Enders. 

“We were also pleased to be able 
to propose a zero percent increase 
in the tax levy for the upcoming 
school year.”

 � Proposed budget: $17,365,000

 � Tax levy increase: 0.0%  
Below DCS’s 0.44% tax levy limit

 � Budget increase: $215,000

 � Percent increase: 1.25% 

Budget At-A-Glance

Where to vote on May 21

Polls are open on Tuesday, May 21, 
from 1-9 p.m. in the Duanesburg 
Elementary School lobby. School will 
not be in session during voting hours.

OTHER BALLOT ITEMS
Residents will also vote to fill 

three open seats on the Board of 
Education (see page 5) and on a bus 
purchase proposition (see page 6).
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Proposed budget would add courses, staff, equipment
The proposed budget includes funding for items that have been identified as priorities by school staff, district leaders and members 
of the community for the continued education and success of our children. Funds would be provided for:

 � Addition of Advanced Placement courses in 
biology and capstone seminar/English at the  
high school 

 � An elementary teacher aide to assist with a 
structured recess program, allowing for common 
team planning time for grade-level teachers 

Five fast facts about Duanesburg Central Schools
Duanesburg consistently ranks as a high-performing district, with one of the highest graduation rates in the region. DCS 
district is ranked among the top 100 school districts in upstate New York.

DCS seniors have bright futures. Thanks to advanced study opportunities provided by the district, many graduate with 
college credits already in hand, saving them both time and money. They study locally at Hudson Valley Community College, 
Schenectady County Community College, The College of Saint Rose, Russell Sage College, Siena College, Union College 
and SUNY Albany, Cobleskill and Polytechnic. Others attend Rochester Institute of Technology, University of Northwestern 
Ohio, University at Oxford and SUNY Alfred, Buffalo and Purchase. Our students proudly serve in the military, while others 
pursue apprenticeships and technical training and enter the workforce.

Duanesburg students excel in Career and Technical Education, further expanding their future options. Each May, they are 
among an elite group of students inducted into the National Technical Honor Society for achieving in both academic and 
career education. DCS students have won numerous local, regional and state competitions and have represented their 
school nationally. 

DCS students also make their mark on music and the arts. Many annually score “outstanding” or “excellent”  
in the New York State School Music Association Festival, earn statewide recognition for their artwork and graduate with 
impressive portfolios.

DCS athletes excel on the field and in the classroom, earning New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
Scholar-Athlete team awards for maintaining a grade-point average greater than 90 and winning regional and state titles.

1
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 � Projected energy cost increases

 � Replacement of a 15-year-old work truck/salter/
plow for use at both schools

 � Facility maintenance and improvement cost 
increases 

Kristen Johnson has raised nearly $3,000 for childhood 
cancer research by shaving her head for St. Baldrick’s.

National Honor Society members volunteered to prepare 
the Little League field for the upcoming season.
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BUDGET 2019-20

 Projected expenses: Where the money goes
     2018-19 
      Budget

       2019-20 
      Proposed

      Dollar      
     Change

Instruction    $8,627,224     $8,826,082       $198,858

Employee Benefits   $3,519,459     $3,410,250    ($109,209)

Transportation  $1,112,637     $1,094,280       ($18,357)

Operations     $726,278        $861,199      $134,921

Maintenance       $354,601        $373,161         $18,560

General Support       $860,306        $895,960    $35,654

Debt Service    $1,894,495  $1,854,068   ($40,427)

Interfund Transfer      $55,000          $50,000       ($5,000)

Total Expenditures $17,150,000 $17,365,000     $215,000

New York state requires school districts 
to present their budgets divided 
into three expenditure categories —
administrative, program and capital.

ADMINISTRATIVE 2018-19 2019-20

AMOUNT :         $1,351,811   $1,391,785
PERCENT OF TOTAL:              7.88%          8.02%

 � Includes salaries and benefits of 
administrators, supervisors and 
administrative clerical staff; school 
board costs; tax collection; legal and 
auditing costs; property insurance 
costs; BOCES administrative costs and 
central data processing.

 

 � Includes salaries and benefits 
of all teachers and staff who 
deliver pupil services (guidance, 
health, library/media, etc.), BOCES 
programs, special education services, 
textbooks, equipment, athletics and 
transportation costs (except bus 
purchases).

 � Includes salaries and benefits 
of maintenance and custodial 
staff, debt service on buildings, 
bus purchases, utilities, general 
insurance, tax certiorari and  
court-ordered costs.

Three-Part Budget Summary 

2019-20 BUDGET SUMMARY

Program  
74.19%

Administrative 
8.02%

Capital  
17.79%

CAPITAL       2018-19   2019-20 
AMOUNT:       $2,976,624 $3,089,678 
PERCENT OF  TOTAL:           17.36%   17.79% 

PROGRAM        2018-19 2019-20 
AMOUNT:       $12,821,565   $12,883,537 
PERCENT OF  TOTAL:             74.76%  74.19%

 

 

Revenue summary: Where money comes from  

 2018-19 2019-20                  Dollar 
       Budget Proposed                Change

Property Taxes         $8,072,101 $8,072,101             $0

State Aid        $8,345,551     $8,412,851          $67,300

All Other Revenue         $215,000 $235,000  $20,000

Transfers  $0 $0 $0

Medicaid              $20,000                    $25,000             $5,000

Total Revenues     $16,652,652 $16,744,952        $92,300

Use of Fund Balance            $497,348   $620,048          $122,700

Revenues & Fund Balance $17,150,000 $17,365,000 $215,000
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Q & A on the proposed budget
IS THE PROPOSED BUDGET 
WITHIN THE TAX LEVY 
LIMIT?

State law requires school  
districts to use a multi-step formula 
to calculate their tax levy limits. 
This is the maximum allowable 
tax levy that a district can propose 
as part of a budget that requires a 
simple majority of voters (50 percent 
plus one) for approval. 

A proposed tax levy increase that is 
above the limit requires approval by 
a supermajority of a district’s voters  
(60 percent). 

Duanesburg is proposing a budget 
that includes a 0.0 percent tax 
levy increase, which is below its 
maximum allowable increase of 0.44 
percent. Therefore, budget approval 
requires a majority vote of 50 percent 
plus one vote.

HOW IS TAX LEVY DIFFERENT 
FROM THE TAX RATE?

The tax levy is the total 
amount of money that the 

district raises from local taxpayers, 
while a tax rate is the amount of 
money that property owners pay 
per $1,000 of assessed value. 

WHAT IS A FUND BALANCE 
RESERVE?

It is a “rainy day” fund 
typically set aside to pay 

for emergencies. The district creates 
a fund balance reserve when it has 
a surplus due to receiving more 
revenue than expected and/or by 

spending less than the amount 
budgeted. In the 2019-20 proposal, 
the board is appropriating $620,048 
of the district’s available fund 
balance. Doing this allows the budget 
to stay below the district’s maximum 
allowable tax levy increase. 

DOES THE BUDGET INCLUDE 
SHARED SERVICES?

Yes. DCS continues to work 
with other school districts 

to increase efficiency and decrease 
costs through sharing.

DCS partners with schools in 
the region to offer professional 
development and training.  

Sharing bus runs with neighboring 
schools reduces transportation 
costs, makes efficient use of vehicles 
and conserves energy.

The district also saves money by 
participating in consortiums for 
health insurance and purchasing. 

Distance learning technology 
provides expanded course offerings 
for DCS students through shared 
instruction and curricula. 

The district also participates in 
shared special education services 
when appropriate and when those 
services would allow students to 
attend school closer to home.

In addition, DCS saves money 
by applying for grants to fund 
educational programs and services 
and by partnering with local 
organizations to enhance learning 
opportunities for students.

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Residents who will be out of town 
or unable to vote in person due 
to illness or disability can vote by 
absentee ballot. For applications 
and information, visit the DCS 
website or call the district office  

at (518) 895-2279. 

 

EXIT SURVEY
Following the school budget vote, 
district residents will be asked to 
complete a voluntary, anonymous 
exit survey to help the Board of 
Education gather community 
feedback to guide future budget 
and program decisions.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Sarah Johnson won a Schoharie 
County Music Educators Association 
Scholarship for her vocal talents.
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BUDGET 2019-20

What a budget 
defeat would mean

If a majority of residents vote 
no on a proposed budget, the 
district has three options: resubmit 
the same or a revised budget for 
a revote on June 18, or adopt a 
contingent budget. If residents vote 
down a resubmitted or revised 
budget, the district must adopt a 
contingent budget.

Under a contingent budget, a 
district’s total tax levy cannot 
exceed the current year’s tax  
levy, which means a 0 percent  
tax levy increase.

A contingent budget cannot be 
used to fund certain items, such 
as field trips for social purposes, 
nonessential maintenance, new 
equipment, most student supplies 
or public use of school facilities 
except where there is no cost to the 
district (a district may charge a fee 
that meets or exceeds its costs).

A contingent budget funds 
expenditures specifically authorized 
by law, legal obligations, and items 
necessary to maintain a district’s 
educational program, property, and 
student and staff safety and health.

Residents to elect three to Board
District residents will vote on May 21 to fill three seats on the Duanesburg 

Central School District Board of Education. Two candidates will serve three-
year terms beginning July 1, 2019, for seats that are currently held by Kent 
Sanders and Deborah Grier, whose terms expire June 30. 

One candidate will serve until June 30, 2021, to fill a vacancy created by the 
resignation of Board Member Joshua Menzies. 

All candidates run at-large, rather than for a specific Board seat. The 
district received two candidate petitions for the three open seats. Therefore, 
the qualified resident who receives the highest number of valid write-in votes 
will win the Board seat with the shorter term.

The Board of Education is comprised of seven members who serve 
overlapping three-year terms. Members are elected by local residents to 
establish policy and direct the administration of the district’s schools. As  
their representatives, the Board exercises the community’s rights to citizen 
control over public education.

Each Board of Education has legal and financial control over local 
school matters that is subject to limitations imposed by the United States 
Constitution, federal and state law, regulations set by the state commissioner 
of education and the will of district residents as expressed in local elections.

A Meet the Candidates Night will be held by the Duanesburg Community 
PTA on May 9 at 7 p.m. in the high school’s Joe Bena Auditorium. All district 
residents are encouraged to attend.

The following candidates, in ballot order, are running for the Board.

Dianne Grant is seeking her first term on the Board of 
Education. She lives in Duanesburg with her husband, 
Douglas, and their children John and Justin. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree from SUNY Empire State College and 
works as a territory manager for Midwest Vet Supply. She 
has volunteered as vice president, president and board chair 
of Duanesburg Volunteer Ambulance Corps, member of the 
Zoning Board and current president of the DCS Booster Club.

Deborah F. Grier is running for her second term on the 
Board of Education. She lives in Delanson with her husband, 
Jason, and their children Alexis, Lorel, Allie, Keegan and Gavin. 
She holds a Bachelor of Science in Finance and Master of 
Science in Instructional Systems Design from Florida State 
University and is employed by Health Management Systems. 
Grier has been an active volunteer with Junior Achievement, 
the American Cancer Society, her high school alumni 
association and Pop Warner. 
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Voters to decide on bus purchase proposition
On May 21, district residents will vote on a proposition to purchase three 

gasoline-powered school buses, a 65-passenger bus, a 71-passenger bus and 
a 21-passenger wheelchair-compatible bus, at a cost not to exceed $290,000. 
If the proposition is approved, DCS would be reimbursed by state aid for 
nearly 70 percent of the total purchase price, reducing the local cost to 
approximately $17,400 per year for five years.

NEW BUSES = COST SAVINGS 
The proposition is part of the district’s bus replacement plan that keeps the 

bus fleet in safe working order while reducing the cost to taxpayers. The new 
buses would replace older buses that are becoming costly to maintain due to 
frequent repairs and the need for replacement parts. The new buses will also 
have stop-arm safety cameras.

State law requires school buses to undergo rigorous safety inspections 
twice each year. State inspectors tell the district whether the buses are 
running efficiently and safely, and they also monitor body and undercarriage 
corrosion. Road salt and other de-icers used during our northeast winters 
can deteriorate bus bodies and frames.

The State Education Department recommends districts replace small  
buses every five to seven years and large buses every 10 years. DCS 
purchases an average of two to three buses each year. Retired buses are 

typically 10 years old and unlikely  
to pass state safety inspections 
without significant investment in 
parts and repairs.

WHAT A DEFEAT WOULD MEAN
If the proposition is defeated, 

DCS would not be able to take 
advantage of the available state 
aid reimbursement for new buses. 
The district would continue to 
use existing vehicles, and further 
deterioration would potentially 
increase risks to students, decrease 
trade-in value and incur unexpected 
repair costs. 

60 SQUARE MILES TO TRAVEL
The Duanesburg Central School 

District encompasses 60 square 
miles that buses travel daily. DCS 
buses are also used to transport 
students for field trips, sporting 
events and other out-of-district 
destinations throughout the year, 
including summer.

Whenever possible, DCS shares 
transportation services with other 
school districts to transport students 
efficiently and cost effectively. Such 
a practice, combined with the bus 
replacement program, helps keep 
the district’s expenses down and 
students safe.

DCS students, staff and community: Small schools, big impact

Duanesburg Elementary sixth graders 
display their peaceful attitude.

The Duanesburg YMCA honored 
Karen Kanarkiewicz and Anna White.

Elementary BRAVES students prevent 
bullying and foster friendship.
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BUDGET 2019-20

Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted for the Budget Proposed for the  *Contingent Budget for  

 2018-19 School Year 2019-20 School Year the 2019-20 School Year

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $17,150,000 $17,365,000 $17,140,242

Increase/Decrease for the 2019-20 School Year  $215,000 ($9,758)

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget  1.25% -0.06%

Change in the Consumer Price Index  2.44% 

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $8,072,101 $8,072,101

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0 

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D) $8,072,101 $8,072,101 $8,072,101

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $245,688 $110,256

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $8,072,737 $8,108,018

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support  
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D) $7,826,413 $7,961,845 

I. Difference: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $246,324 $146,173

Administrative Component $1,351,811 $1,391,785 $1,369,027

Program Component $12,821,565 $12,883,537 $12,781,537

Capital Component $2,976,624 $3,089,678 $2,989,678

  *Contingent budget would focus on reducing increases in new programs, new services and additional equipment.

**List separate propositions that are not  
included in the total budgeted amount: 
(Tax levy associated with educational or  
transportation propositions are not  
eligible for exclusion and may affect voter  
approval requirements)

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2019-20 by the qualified voters of the Duanesburg Central School District, Schenectady County, New York, will be held in the Duanesburg Elementary 
School lobby in said district on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, between the hours of 1 and 9 p.m., prevailing time, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

The information below is the School District Budget Notice as required by New York State law. School districts must distribute this 
notice, as prescribed, to all district residents. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE

Visit www.duanesburg.org for more 2019-20 
budget news, updates and an informative article 
about how school districts develop budgets.

Looking for more budget information?

 Description Amount

 Bus purchases                               $290,000

 Under the Budget Proposed  

 for the 2019-20 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings 1 $570

Don’t forget to vote  
on the 2019-20 School Budget 

Tuesday, May 21, from 1 to 9 p.m. in the 
Duanesburg Elementary School lobby.
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District residents with children 
who will be four years old on or 
before Dec. 1, 2019, are eligible to 
enroll them in the DCS Universal 
Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) program at 
Duanesburg Elementary School for 
the 2019-20 school year.

Enrollment is open for UPK program
Parents/guardians interested in 

having their eligible children attend 
UPK should contact the elementary 
office at (518) 895-2580.

There is no cost to families for the 
UPK program, but they must provide 
their own transportation. 

Duanesburg Day returned to our high school campus on April 6 and was a 
great success. Thanks to all who participated in the free, family-friendly event. 

SUPERINTENDENT

WHO: All eligible residents

WHAT: To vote on the 2019-20 
school budget, bus proposition 
and Board of Education elections

WHEN: Tuesday, May 21,  
from 1 to 9 p.m.

WHERE: Duanesburg Elementary 
School, 165 Chadwick Road, 
Delanson

WHO’S ELIGIBLE TO VOTE: 
To vote on a school budget, an 
individual must be a U.S. citizen, 
at least 18 years old and a 
resident of the school district for 
at least 30 days prior to the vote.

WHY: Because your vote counts.

YOU’RE INVITED

Duanesburg Day a great celebration 


























































































































































































































































































































